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Excellencies, 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Please join me in a moment of silence in memory of the victims of genocide and other atrocity 

crimes. 

 

[MOMENT OF SILENCE] 

 

Today we mark the 73rd anniversary of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the 

Crime of Genocide. It is also a day of reflection and remembrance of all the victims of this 

crime. I ask you all to join me in expressing our deepest solidarity with the victims who have 

been subjected to or are currently suffering the scourge of this crime.  I also ask that we 

remember the worlds commitment in Article 1 of the Convention on the Prevention and 

Punishment of the Crime of Genocide in which “The Contracting Parties confirmed that 

genocide, whether committed in time of peace or in time of war, is a crime under international 

law which they undertake to prevent and to punish.”  

 

The Secretary-General has said that the prevention of atrocity crimes is one of the Organization's 

most sacred callings. I have just completed one year as Special Adviser of the Secretary-General 

on the Prevention of Genocide, during which time I have continuously provided early warning 

and recommendations on situations of atrocity crimes, to prevent and halt them and protect those 

at risk from such atrocities. In Article II of the Convention on The Prevention and Punishment of 

The Crime of Genocide, “genocide means any of the following acts committed with intent to 

destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group”.  As we know, ethnic, 

and religiously motivated attacks have continued in far too many places around the world. The 

need to assist, protect and support victims, prevent new atrocity crimes from happening, support 

processes of investigation and prosecution of those who planned the crime of genocide- the worst 

crime against human beings will continue to be the constant North that guides the work my 

office does.  

 

Genocide continues to remain a threat, every day. Seventy-three years after the adoption of the 

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, and despite significant 

progress in understanding the risk factors, indicators, and early warning signs, we are far from a 

position where we can say that this horrific crime is relegated to the history books. Gross human 

rights violations, structural discrimination against certain groups and intergroup tensions, and 

attacks against civilian populations have intensified in the past year. And we know that 



outbreaks of violence, conflict and atrocity crimes have roots in long-standing structural 

discrimination, deep economic inequalities, and social exclusion, and in shrinking democratic 

and civic spaces.  

 

The International Community and the United Nations has in the past been instrumental in setting 

up the judicial mechanisms necessary to determine genocide as a crime. This includes the 

International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, the International Tribunal for 

Rwanda, the International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals. The ICTR determined 

conclusively that a Genocide was committed against the Tutsi in Rwanda. In Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, the ICTY determined conclusively that the Srebrenica Genocide happened.   

 

Today the International community often lacks the determination to work together against 

atrocities. Yet we must respond effectively and on time to the warning signs of genocide and 

related atrocity crimes. We must prevent inter-group tensions from escalating; we must counter 

and address hate speech and incitement to violence; we must ensure robust accountability when 

these crimes are committed; and we must all work together to build tolerant, inclusive and 

equitable societies. Today’s commemoration provides an opportunity for us as the international 

community to take stock of these challenges and renew our commitment to the prevention of 

genocide.  

 

We must also address, together, genocide and holocaust denial, revisionism, glorification and 

promotion of crimes and of war criminals and genocide perpertrators.The International 

community must take action to stop genocide denial because we do know for a fact that denying 

that a genocide happened is in actual sense preparation for another genocide.  

 

As is common knowledge many indicted people are still at large, and some are reportedly living 

“normal lives” without fear of being brought to justice in member states of the 

UN. Undoubtedly, this impunity undermines what my office stands for.  It is important that all 

UN Member States extend cooperation towards the apprehension and bringing to justice of 

Genocide perpetrators and fugitives living in their territories while acknowledging the efforts of 

the Member States who have done so. 

 

Excellencies,  

 

At today’s event we thank the youth – this is their event, and they will tell us how they work on 

peacebuilding and atrocity prevention around the world. Young people constitute most of the 

population in many countries that experienced or are currently facing violence and risks of 

atrocity crimes. Many are working for peace.   

 

The victims of genocide we are honouring today are still suffering from the tragic long-lasting 

effects of this crime, affecting generations and entire societies.  To prevent atrocity crimes we 

must invest in our young people. Today we will listen to powerful voices of youth who grew up 

witnessing and experiencing violence in post atrocity crimes – genocides, war crimes, crimes 

against humanity - contexts and coraugeously stood up to bring communities together. They are 

the proof that ultimately we are all equal, that is is possible to recognise diffrence as a strenght, 



and that building an inclusive and peacefull world is possible when we stand up to hatred by 

taking practical action to bring people together.   

 

Youth are our present and future, a powerful force for preventing atrocity crimes. They can learn 

from the mistakes of those who preceded them and mobilize and hold leaders and the 

international community accountable to live up to the commitments and responsibilities set out 

in the Genocide Convention. We have seen the immense force of young people in calling for 

building peace, inclusion, and respect for diversity in many countries. We have today in the 

video heard the powerful voices of youth from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Rwanda, and Iraq. From 

communities that have experienced horrific atrocity crimes and where young people are taking 

the lead in ensuring that such horrors never happen again.  

 

As the United Nations, we stand in solidarity with these young people. Through the Special 

Envoy on Youth and the Youth Peace and Security Agenda, we try to ensure that their voices are 

integrated in all that we do as the United Nations of We the peoples.  

 

I take this opportunity to also reiterate the call from my predecessors and the Secretary-General 

for the universal ratification of the Genocide Convention. Forty-two United Nations Member 

States have yet to accede or ratify the Convention. The time to commit and act to eradicate the 

scourge of the crime of genocide from our societies is now. I stand here to support you to do so.  

We owe this to the victims, survivors, and their families. 

 

My office as the UN system-wide Focal Point on the implementation of the UN Strategy and 

Plan of Action on Hate Speech will continue to provide support to Member States and UN 

Country Teams to develop National Plans of Action to combat hate speech.  Hate speech has 

always accompanied Atrocity Crimes. It serves the purpose of rendering those targeted more 

vulnerable to violence, exposing them to increased exclusion, isolation and stigmatization.  

 

Let us learn from the powerful initiatives presented by these young people and let us be inspired by 

their relentless commitment. We need our collective resolve – Member States – and the overall 

society, including religious and community leaders, private sector, and media, to add our collective 

voices to make atrocity prevention a living reality.  

 

Let us renew our commitment with victims and survivors. Let us do everything in our capacity to 

save humankind from the scourge of genocide and renew our resolve to protect populations at 

risk. 

 

We must keep reminding the world of the victims. We must keep reminding the world of the 

survivors. We must keep reminding the world of the crime of Genocide.  

 

Thank you. 

 


